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PHOTOS MONIKA KRITIKOU

MYCROWN COLLecCtion
— /77 Sophia Vaharis Tsouvelekakis

THE MULTISKILLED ENTREPRENEUR, MRS. SOPHIA VAHARIS TSOUVELEKAKIS, INAUGURATED
THE NEW PROJECT BY ONDECK MEDIA, THE AWARD-WINNING PUBLISHING COMPANY, AND
SHE'S BOUND TO BRING THEM GOOD LUCK

In the first premium production of brand new ONDECK TV, out old clothes that | did not want to part with: shirts, skirts,
entitled “Lunch Ondeck”, we had the honour to host Mrs. Sophia scarves, dresses, the children’s and my husband’s clothes. |
Vaharis Tsouvelekakis. Sitting at an impressive table adorned turned them into cushions, adding some trimmings, such as
with her new MyCrown Collection, the astute businesswoman nazars, the eye-shaped amulets thought to protect us against
spoke to us about her new business venture, high aesthetics, the jealousy, and wooden crowns to protect us against the evil
pandemic, Greek tourism, as well as the Olympic Yacht Show. eye”, says Mrs. Vaharis with a smile.

The interesting discussion captured through the lens of ON- That beautiful idea which emerged from everyday moments
DECK TV began with the conception of MyCrown Collection. that became a source of inspiration for the Greek business-
“It all started with the first lockdown, when | started sorting woman, soon evolved and followed a successive course.
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“At the beginning it was more of a hobby, but then the orders kept
coming in, even though | wasn't really counting on them. All our
suppliers are Greek and we are proud of our “Made in Greece by
Greeks” motto. Last summer our first collection was launched in
our store, My Hydra Concept Store, in Hydra with the brand name
MyCrown Collection, while over the winter season we supplied the
EDEN GRAY store in Cannes with homeware items and that was
also very successful.”

The growing demand brought new inspiration and unique crea-
tions. In addition to the cushions, placemats, towels and bath-
robes, Mrs Vaharis was also asked to make candles with Greek
scents. Jasmine, lavender, cypress and rosemary were the scents
of choice and each scent was “dressed” with a unique phrase.
“Then some friends grew jealous and asked me to create some-
thing using their own clothes; to make cushions using their
husbands’ favourite clothes, to embroider the names of the entire
family on the placemats, to turn old dresses into tablecloths. A
bride even wanted us to make napkins using the fabric of her wed-
ding gown. The list is endless” notes Mrs. Vaharis.

While we are all constantly looking for new ways of expression,
the pandemic got us more involved with our homes and we sought
to bring a breath of fresh air to them and create a more beauti-

ful environment. As the Greek businesswoman characteristically
notes, “what’s more, MyCrown Collection revives beautiful, intense
feelings and indelible memories. | find it charming and unique to
set a table with personalized elements; each linen napkin is em-
broidered with a verse from a favourite song, a theatrical play, a
port of call, an island that you have fond memories of. Think about
it. What are we left with in the end? Only sweet memories.

The bad moments tend to fade away. so let’s save the good mo-
ments from disappearing.”

An aficionado of haute design, Mrs. Vaharis explains: “My CV has
nothing to do with art de la table. Car racing, ice rallying, Formula
3. a Guinness record for the most wine labels in the world, third
place in airgun shooting competitions in Greece. I've never been
the ideal housewife and | haven't been on good terms with the
kitchen since the day | was born. But | love aesthetics and | appre-
ciate a beautiful and uniquely set table.”

As Ambassador of the Olympic Yacht Show, the leading float-

ing maritime event to be held at the Olympic Marine in October
2021, organised by OnDeck Media and dedicated to yachting, sea
tourism and the business world of Greek Yachting. Mrs. Vaharis
said: “Greece must have a top-standard maritime event because
yachtsmanship is in our genes and we feel proud when we see a
Greek or Cypriot flag fluttering on a boat.” With regard to tourism,
the eminent businesswoman noted that Greece is synonymous
to the sea. “The Greek tourism season must last more than 6
months. Our marinas must be improved and our ports must have
the infrastructure to accept all kinds of boats, from the smallest to
the largest.”

Talking about one of the greatest challenges that the planet has
ever been called to face, the positive outlook of Mrs. Vaharis
sends out a message of optimism: “Let’s look at the positive
side of this pandemic. Putting aside the disaster it has brought,

it will also leave beautiful things inside each one of us. After all,

we, Greeks, are tough nuts to crack and we shall find our way
back to glory.”

LUNCH ONDECK WITH...

At the table we were joined by
Christhellas House of Luxury who
provided the Christofle dinnerware,
Begnis Catering and their fine
delicacies, the ultra-premium
Armand de Brignac Champagne for
the toast and Les Fleuristes who
created the flower arrangement.

The first production of ONDECK TV
was shot on the M/Y DAY OFF by
EKKA YACHTS.
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