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The Hellenic Initiative is a global non-profit organization that brings together Diaspora Greeks 
and Philhellenes to invest in the future of Greece through programs focused on crisis relief, 
entrepreneurship, and economic development.   Since our founding 12 years ago, we have deployed 
approximately $25 million in support of entrepreneurship, job creation, and crisis relief for Greece and 
its people, and THI has contributed over $250 million dollars to the gross domestic product of Greece.
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Prior to her marriage, Marianne worked for a 
Middle East Embassy as the Program Director 
for Cultural Affairs.  She oversaw the admit-
tance and study programs for 2,500 graduate 
students studying in universities and colleges 
throughout the United States.  While still at 
the Embassy she was offered a position with 
the Office of Protocol at the State Department.  
During the interim period of accepting the posi-
tion at the State Department, she met Dean and they married.

In 2019, while in London for the premier of “Cliffs of Freedom”, a fea-
ture film that Marianne wrote and produced, she was introduced to Prince 
Charles, now King Charles, and members of the Greek Royal Family.  At 
that time Marianne learned of the work that Prince’s Trust International, 
now known as the King’s Trust International, was doing in Greece.  
Wanting to help promote  and advance this important work, she became 
“Grand Benefactor” in 2020 having contributed through these last five 
years several million dollars reaching 15,265 children and young people 
across Greece, Kenya and Rwanda. The Trust supports education, job op-
portunities, and helps young people to have the ability to start their own 
businesses among many other things.

“I wanted to help families who were not able to offer these advantages 
to their children and to honor Dean’s parents, who loved their homeland, 
but immigrated to America because it was their only hope to offer their 
children a better life, not available in the village of Dean’s birth.  It has 
been an honor and a privilege for me and my family to be a part of this 
unique organization”.

Marianne heads the Metropoulos Family Foundation, which is a mem-
ber of the “Giving Pledge”.  The Foundation also supports cancer research 
in Epigenetics and advancing TCR Cellular Immunotherapies for solid can-
cers at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center which is truly ground-
breaking in finding a cure for certain cancers.  The Cleveland Clinic, Paul 
Newman’s “Hole in the Wall” camps for critically ill children suffering from 
cancer, Wounded Warriors, St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, among many 
others.  The Foundation is also supporting “Big Dog Ranch Rescue” which 
was founded in 2008 and has saved and adopted out 60,000 dogs and 
is a “no kill” dog rescue.

The Foundation recently launched at Babson College in Boston, the C. 
Dean Metropoulos Institute for Entrepreneurship and Technology Center.  
As Babson has been recognized for over a century as one of the top 
entrepreneurial schools in the U.S., Dean felt that given the incredible mo-
mentum of AI, young entrepreneurs must embrace, empower and control 
AI as it truly redefines and challenges our world going forward.

Marianne MetropoulosDean Metropoulos
Dean, Marianne Metropoulos and the family 

are an integral part of our Greek American com-
munity.  Participating in many of our Hellenic phil-
anthropic and social platforms – Philoptochos, 
Faith, St. Nicholas Church, Archons, THI, NHS, 
AHI – several Greek Orthodox churches, just to 
name a few.

Dean Metropoulos, an immigrant from Greece, 
has journeyed a unique career, starting after his 
MBA from Babson College, with GTE, a global telecommunications, light-
ing, precision materials and home entertainment company.  Moving to 
Europe as the youngest CFO of Europe, the Middle East and Africa at age 
25, and returning to the U.S. as the youngest senior vice president of GTE 
International.  Dean has traveled and very happily explored the history of 
every continent and 120 countries.

Young in his career and observing that a new business frontier of private 
equity was rapidly evolving and globally redefining business, investments 
and venture capital, Dean decided to disrupt his unique corporate career 
and focus on the excitement of acquiring and transforming companies.  
He also loved and embraced a unique partnership with his sons, Evan and 
Daren, from the ages of 15 and 17.  They initially focused on industrial com-
panies, but when acquiring 2-3 consumer businesses they realized their 
love of transforming and bringing back to life and relevance the many 
historic and iconic brands that are admirably identified with around the 
world.  They have created a legendary, brand revival platform with their 
firm, Metropoulos & Co.  They have become globally recognized for their 
performance and integrity and are sought after partners by many glob-
al private equity firms and investors, particularly with their highly recog-
nized and superior investment returns. Among a few of the unique brands 
and companies acquired and transformed are:  Hostess, Ghirardelli 
Chocolate, Pabst Blue Ribbon, Schlitz, Lone Star, Mumm and Perrier Jouet 
Champagnes, Chef Boyardee, Bumble Bee, Vlasic, Duncan Hines, Pam 
Cooking Spray, Premier Foods – the largest U.K. consumer business, and 
recently all of Nestle’s U.S and Canadian spring water brands, including 
Poland Spring, Saratoga, Pure Life, Zephyrhills, Arrowhead, etc.

Metropoulos & Co. has been involved in many acquisitions globally and 
5 SPACS and is well known for having earned some of the highest returns 
on Wall Street.  Below are a few of the historic and iconic brands.

Dean and Marianne have two sons, Evan and Daren.  Daren and his 
wife, Juliya, have blessed them with a 22-month-old grandson.
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Chairperson

Host

Vice Chair

Individual Ticket

Patron

	P Premium dinner seating for 20.

	P “Co-chair” listing in printed materials. 

	P Preferred dinner seating  
for 2.

	P “Host” listing in the printed 
materials

	P Premium dinner seating for 10.

	P “Vice-chair” listing in printed materials.

	P Individual ticket for THI’s Gala.

	P Preferred dinner seating for 10.

	P “Patron” listing in printed materials. 

$100,000

$2,500

$50,000

$800

$25,000

Supporter

	P Preferred dinner seating  
for 10.

	P “Supporter” listing in printed 
materials.

$15,000
New Leader Ticket

	P Individual ticket for THI’s New 
Leaders only. 

$400

New Leaders are 45 years 
of age and younger.

Name / Company 

Contact name /  
Company

Billing Address

City

Postal Code

Daytime Phone

Email

How would you like 
to be listed on  

NY Gala materials?

State

Country
Signature:

Please bill my:

I have enclosed a check made payable to:

Exp. MM / YY Sec. Code

The Hellenic Initiative
750 Lexington Avenue, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10022

Total AmountQuantity $

Personal / Company Information Payment
You can pay online here: thehellenicinitiative.org/gala
or by check or credit card below.

THI is a 501(c)(3) organization and all contributions are tax deductible
Please scan the completed form and e-mail to: info@thehellenicinitiative.org 
Questions? Call us!  +1-646-926-1972
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Thanos Petrelis 
Thanos Petrelis was born on September 27th, 1975. He 

was introduced to the public through the first season of the 
hit TV show “Fame Story” in 2002. There, he impressed 
both judges and the audience with his emotional and rich 
vocals, and he won a contract with Heaven music. Following 
the end of the show, he released his debut album “Eihe To 
Hroma T’ Ouranou”. The album saw him collaborate with 
noted producer Phoebus and included the hit single “To 
Aima Mou”. It quickly garnered commercial and critical 
acclaim, going gold and winning Petrelis the award for 
“Best New Artist” at the prestigious Arion Awards.

The following year brought his sophomore studio 
effort “Thymizeis Kati Apo Ellada,” another collaboration 
with Phoebus, which went platinum. The album’s biggest 
hit “Kernao” won two awards in the Arion Awards, “Best 
Laiko Song,” and “Best Song of the Year”. In 2007, Thanos 
Petrelis went on his first world tour with sold-out concerts 
in the USA, Australia, and South Africa. That same year, he 
also released a new album titled “Eimai Akomi Eleftheros”. 
This album went gold and paved the way for a series of hit 
singles. Both a greatest hits and a live album also followed 
in 2009, and in 2014, Thanos released his fourth studio 
album “Vitrina Esthimaton”. Thanos Petrelis has kept a high 
profile since, performing more than 100 concerts around 
the world. In 2023, he re-signed with Heaven Music and 
released the summer hit “Katse Kala,” which included a 
special appearance by his youngest daughter.
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